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future. Don't strive to get immediate political party power
when the majority is so decidedly against you."

Without controverting or attempting to controvert my
views we parted, he promising to call soon and see me.

The Texas Senators, Burnett and Butler, came this even-
ing to see me and we had an interesting discussion. Butler,
I perceive, has been a Rebel. I told him I considered each
of them liable to the penalties of the laws which they have
violated. He asked if I included those who were pardoned.
I told him they were released.

December 14, Friday. Seward's letter to our Minister,
King, at Rome was entirely changed. The whole of the
exceptionable parts omitted. He did this with good grace
and has the faculty of doing these things well

I called the President's attention to a piece of informa-
tion in the newspapers, to the effect that General Sickles
had issued an order prohibiting the authorities of North
Carolina from inflicting corporal punishment under the
State laws. The President said he had no official informa-
tion on the subject. Seward was for passing at once to
other topics, and so was Randall, but the President held
on. I insisted if any such order had been given it ought to
be immediately revoked and the officer rebuked. I should
wish him withdrawn. It looked to me like one of many
steps which I had seen taken to strengthen the Radicals in
their wild schemes. Efforts are now being made to terri-
torialize the States, and it would be claimed that a Federal
officer acting under orders of the Administration had set
aside the laws of the State which were repugnant to
public sentiment elsewhere. I would attempt no defense
of the laws and policy of the State of North Carolina, but
a Federal officer must not assume to abolish, repeal, or
modify them.

December 15, Saturday. Seward sent his carriage for me
this morning. Read me Bigelow's letter from Paris, and,